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SUBJECT: DR. TOH RELINQUISHES EDUCATION PORTFOLIO 
REF: SINGAPORE 2408 

1. PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE ANNOUNCED JUNE 14 THAT 

DR. TOH CHIN CHYE HAS ASKED TO BE RELIEVED OF HIS FORMAL 
RESPONSIBILITY OVER THE EDUCATION MINISTRY. THE OFFICIAL 
STATEMENT SAID DR. TOH WISHED TO CONCENTRATE ON THE MINISTRY 
OF HEALTH WHERE THERE WAS NO MINISTER OF STATE TO ASSIST 
HIM. THE ANNOUNCEMENT NOTED THAT THE NEWLY APPOINTED 
SENIOR MINISTER OF STATE FOR EDUCATION. CHAI CHONG YII, 

WOULD CONSULT THE PRIME MINISTER WHO "RETAINS FORMAL 
CHARGE OF THE PORTFOLIO UNTIL OTHER ARRANGEMENTS ARE MADE." 

2. COMMENT: THIS FURTHER ADJUSTMENT OF THE CABINET 
FOLLOWING THE RESHUFFLE OF JUNE 2 COMPLETELY REMOVES 
DR. TOH FROM THE FIELD OF EDUCATION. DR. TOH MAY HAVE 
DISCOVERED IN THE LAST TWO WEEKS THAT IT WAS IN FACT 
INTENDED THAT HE EXERCISE ONLY NOMINAL CONTROL OVER THE 
EDUCATION MINISTRY AS THE JUNE 2 ANNOUNCEMENT STATED, OR ELSE 

HE MAY HAVE HAD GROWING DOUBTS WHETHER THE ARRANGEMENT WAS WORKABLE. 
DR. TOH IS AN 

EXTREMELY AUTOCRATIC INDIVIDUAL WHO WOULD 

FIND IT DIFFICULT TO BE IN "NOMINAL" CONTROL 

OF ANYTHING. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, HE PROBABLY DECIDED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 02618 170546Z 

IT MADE MORE SENSE TO GIVE IT UP ALTOGETHER. THIS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

DEVELOPMENT NOT ONLY CONFIRMS DR. TOH'S CONSIDERABLE LOSS OF 
POWER AND POSITION, BUT ALSO SERVES TO GIVE CHAI CHONG YII A 
FREER HAND IN RUNNING THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. 

3. MEANWHILE IT IS UNCLEAR WHETHER THE PRIME MINISTER 
INTENDS TO APPOINT A NEW MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
OR TO HOLD THE EDUCATION PORTFOLIO HIMSELF FOR AN INDEFINITE 
PERIOD WHILE GIVING CHAI CHONG YII AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW 
WHAT HE CAN DO. THE LATTER COURSE SEEMS THE MORE LIKELY 
AT THIS POINT. 
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